Final of 3 December 2008

Climate Change session CG 2008 – John Hendra 
As co-chair of the donor working group on climate change I endorse the joint statement and congratulate the Government in particular on the approval of the NTP on Responding to Climate Change. The UN would like to stress in particular the following points.

A. We welcome the fact that a very large delegation will attend the High Level Segment at the UNFCCC COP14 in Poznań, Poland, headed by Deputy Prime Minister HE Nguyen Thien Nhan and with leaders and key officials from MONRE, MARD as well as other ministries. The UN sees it as an extremely high priority that, at the UNFCCC COP15 in December 2009 the world reaches a comprehensive new agreement on dealing with global climate change and its consequences. We highly appreciate the active role that Viet Nam is playing in the negotiations
, given its increased profile internationally as well as the fact that it is one of the countries most vulnerable to climate change. The UN will support that through advice and technical assistance, and by convening policy dialogues. 
B. The scale of Viet Nam’s needs in dealing with the consequences is very large of climate change and impact of climate change is expected in nearly all sectors. Mainstreaming of climate change in all investment decisions and mobilising significant public and private funds require high level coordination. Therefore we would like to reiterate that it is important that different ministries and localities are coordinated at the highest level, and that this is supported with substantial human resources to ensure collaboration in research, planning, and implementation of climate change actions. We are also ready to support that through 2009, for example by supporting coordination of external assistance in the context of overall aid effectiveness.
C. The consequences of climate change will affect the most vulnerable and could set back Viet Nam’s MDG progress. To address climate change threats and better understand the opportunities for low carbon economic development, it is important that Viet Nam initiates coordinated research on the socio-economic impact of climate change with a focus on the most vulnerable women and men, communities and regions, as well as opportunities for energy saving, forest protection, and other “Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions”. We will further build our support to this.
D. Finally, the UN also hopes to support the Government in increasing public awareness of the effects of climate change. We believe that awareness raising, based on additional research, is essential for healthy public debates on the enormous challenges that Viet Nam faces, with increased natural disasters in the near future and the consequences of climate change for future generations. 
1. The National Target Programme to Respond to Climate Change (NTP RCC)
· The UN will not at this stage channel funds as direct budget support but will support donors and the Government in enabling that.
· The UN-VN has agreed projects under the One Plan in support of formulation and implementation of the NTP on Responding to climate change (NTP RCC) and related matters. Notably a UNDP project with MONRE and MARD’s Office for Climate Change; a project with MPI on policy / planning aspects of sustainable development and especially climate change; and a CC related project with MARD on disaster management.

· The UN organizations in VN will jointly formulate their engagement with climate challenges in the plan period 2011-2015 and beyond. This will focus on various policy aspects of adaptation to climate change effects, Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions, and REDD. It will include strengthening capacities including research capacities; and is expected to include important communication and awareness raising components
2. National Coordination of climate change activities 

· The UN will endeavour to support the Government and donors in ensure that, independent of different funding modalities, (1) overlap between efforts of donors in support of the NTP and other climate change-relevant actions is avoided; (2) donor-Government coordination is happening in planning, monitoring and review; (3) that information sharing is optimised; and (4) that policy dialogues will continue to be strengthened
3. International negotiations on climate change 

· The UNDP and UNEP (regional) have supported to Government in strengthening capacities across Government re CC negotiations, for example with a workshop in November for the negotiation team and some other. These UN agencies and also others will do more of that in 2009
4. Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions  &  REDD
· Reducing Emissions for Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) is expected to be supported “UN-REDD” (Norway). UNDP, UNEP and FAO are working together on starting that up in Viet Nam but this week’s mission is delayed because of the situation in BKK. UNDP have agreed with MPI to use some Regular (core) resources to strengthen VN’s “REDD Readiness”
5. Water resources and other adaptation questions
· The UN organizations in VN are working on strengthening disaster management capacities and for example health services with immediate relevance to climate change adaptation (e.g. UNDP, UNICEF, WHO), and agriculture and forestry (IFAD, FAO, UNDP). Urban development is supported in different ways and climate change is expected to be mainstreamed there
� Negotiations in Poznań on: (a) Green House Gas mitigation (binding commitments of rich countries and Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions of others); (b) Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD), a new area of action; (c) adaptation, including operationalization of the newly established Adaptation Fund, with particular relevance to developing countries; (d) technology transfer and development, with the establishment of a new mechanism to facilitate the process; and (e) new finance and financing mechanisms.





