CCWG Mitigation Thematic Group meeting

4th April 2008

Participants:

Rowena Humphreys 
FRR

Jodie 


APHEDA

Hoang Le Hang 
APHEDA

Vicky Petterson
CARE

Koen den Braber
ADDA 

Nguyen Thi Hong Ha
CDA

Ben Vickers

SNV

Minutes:

1.
Administrative issues:

1.1
A short round of introductions to  familiarise new members (FRR, APHEDA, ADDA) with the background of the mitigation thematic group.  All new members confirmed that they had read the group ToR and had no outstanding issues to raise.

1.2
Ben’s contract with SNV will end in May 2008 but SNV wish to retain the coordination role within the group.  Handover issues between Ben and SNV colleagues will be discussed internally and SNV’s new representative to the CCWG will be presented at the next group meeting.  There was no objection from those present.

Action (all):  Group members to register any objection to SNV continuing coordination role before next group meeting (to the thematic group mailing list)
1.3
Ben drew attention to the SNV-led session at the Asia Pacific Forestry Week on REDD.  This is an opportunity for CCWG members to submit posters or other materials which have relevance to the forestry/climate change interface.  FRR and CDA expressed interest in this opportunity and will follow up.  SNV will send a formal invitation to CCWG mitigation group members.

Action (all): submit soft copies of materials to SNV (Ben) before 20th April

Action (SNV): explore options for displaying CCWG materials at APFW
2.
Mitigation group Action Plan 2008

2.1
The format developed by the Adaptation group was used to develop an action plan for 2008, based on the four thematic group objectives in the ToR.  Activities under the first two objectives (Sharing Knowledge, Knowledge and Capacity Building) were discussed in detail.  The third and fourth objectives (Developing Institutional Frameworks, Engaging with Private Sector) were not discussed due to lack of time and will be covered in the subsequent group meeting.  

Action (SNV): Distribute the action plan along with these minutes to all group members for comment and feedback.

2.2
Compilation of resources for uploading (or linking) to the CCWG website.  Rowena of FRR volunteered to coordinate this, with a deadline of 18th April.  Subsequently, resources will be sent directly to NGO RC for uploading.

Action (all): submit resources to FRR by 18th April

Action (FRR): compile submissions and submit to NGO RC
2.3
As part of the mitigation group activities under objective 2, a CCWG general meeting will be called to coincide with the APFW.  The meeting will concentrate on REDD and poverty reduction, with a guest expert speaker from the APFW.  General invitation has been circulated by NGO RC through the CCWG mailing list.  The REDD session (mentioned in 1.3 above) is included in the action plan under the first objective.

2.4
Vicky invited all thematic group members present at the last meeting to the CARE online CC learning group.  Ha of CDA has not received the invitation.

Action (CARE): Vicky will investigate the fate of CDA’s invitation and will invite the new members present at this meeting.

2.5
The quarterly internal NGO CCWG newsletter proposed by the adaptation group should be a joint effort between all thematic groups.

2.6
Future mitigation group meetings may focus on topical presentations either by members or by guest speakers.  Suggested future subjects included: 

CARE on Africa CC learning group and lessons for Vietnam; 

WWF on the recent comparative study on carbon finance certification schemes; 

‘Plan Vivo’ by CAMCO; 

‘Clean Fund’ by Dragon Capital;

CC mitigation investment/funding opportunities by WJ Clinton Foundation.

2.7
An elaboration of the discussion at the last group meeting on assessing existing projects and tools for their CC mitigation value.  It was agreed that conducting research into this topic is a complex issue and does not fall under the remit of the mitigation thematic group.  However, any information on this subject that comes to light should be shared with the group and the wider CCWG through the website.  EcoEco may give a presentation of their ecovillage approach as an illustration of the need for this work.

2.8
A mapping exercise/inventory of activities and organisations with relevance to climate change mitigation in Vietnam is a time-consuming task.  However, using the format of the Challenge 2 Change/Oxfam HK study from 2007, SNV volunteered to host a database which will be continuously updated.

Action (SNV): Begin compilation of mitigation activities in Vietnam
2.9
The capacity building needs assessment workshop proposed by the adaptation group should be jointly organised with the mitigation group.  However, the workshop may need to be split into two halves to deal separately with the two themes.  This will be  discussed by the core group at its next meeting on April 28th.

3.
Other issues

3.1
Vicky gave notification of the imminent arrival of a new AusAID representative for Vietnam.  This representative will implement a strategy to reflect the newly elected Australian government’s agenda for channelling a greater proportion of development aid through NGOs.  There may be an opportunity to invite the representative to present this strategy to the CCWG.

3.2
The mitigation thematic group ToR expressly stated that advocacy issues would be delegated to the policy thematic group.  The policy group was dissolved according to a decision taken at the last core group meeting.  The mitigation ToR must therefore be adapted accordingly.  The group’s advocacy agenda will be made the core item for the next thematic group meeting.

Action (all): Prepare ideas on mitigation advocacy agenda before next group meeting

3.3
Next group meeting will be within the week of 5-9th May.




