Communique from Asia Face to Face Meeting (Bagkok 12-13 March, 2007)

The National Coalitions comprising GCAP Asia firmly resolve to sharpen the struggle against poverty and are committed to continuing the GCAP campaign until 2015, and possibly longer if required.  Three years of solid mobilisation and the lessons learned in the process have created the momentum for GCAP to move from a phase of Global Call to a phase of Global Action.  We believe that future mobilisation needs to be more closely linked to proactive policy change objectives.  Marginalised groups should play a greater role in GCAP at all levels.  GCAP Asia is committed to identifying and working on specific regional issues and to expand the GCAP movement to countries not currently represented.

Policy Platform   

GCAP Asia strongly endorses the Beirut Declaration.  Within the framework of the Beirut Declaration, we propose the following revisions:

Additional Policy Statements

· Focus on obligations of the National Government to meet and exceed the MDGs and other development targets set in the country and region;

· Reject the minimalist poverty line defined in terms of subsistence on $1 per day and work towards a new poverty line essential for life with dignity;

· Highlight the link between Climate Change and Poverty;

· Eliminate excessive regulation and red tape that encourages corruption, hinders development and restricts individual freedoms, including the right to livelihood;

· Nations must guarantee people’s rights to water and livelihood;

· Work towards de-militarization to ensure peace and human security as it is clear that militarization has a clear link with poverty;

· Meet international pledges on Education for All (particularly access and quality education for disadvantaged and vulnerable children such as those living in conflict and disaster-prone areas). 

Some specific revisions are being proposed to the Beirut Declaration. 

Revisions to Existing Policy Statements

· “Armed conflicts, wars, occupations and their consequences  . . .”   

(Add “occupation” to para. 3 of Preamble.)

· Need to uphold the rights of  “children, disabled, elderly, women . . .” 

(Add “disabled” and “elderly” to paragraph 16.)

· Highlight Child rights within the overall Human Rights statements.

· “Debt Cancelled” should not be equated or counted as “Aid Given”.  Debt cancellation should not affect a country’s credit rating. 

(new bullet point in para. 25, under “Debt Cancellation”)

· “Ensure quality, universal public services for all (health and education, water and utilities) and stop privatisation of basic services.” or  “The State must guarantee the provision of quality basic services for all. Regardless of whether private companies are involved, the State can not abdicate its responsibility to ensure that all members of the population have access to clean water, education, health care and sanitation.”

(amend bullet point about privitisation in para. 21)

For more details on suggested wordings and the process followed in Bangkok, please refer to Annex 1, “GCAP Asia Policy Recommendations”.

Proposals for the Structure 

GCAP Asia decided to endorse the three basic principles of the Beirut declaration. First, the national campaigns would be central to GCAP’s work and functioning. Second, given the regional dimensions of poverty, GCAP should continue with regional secretariats. Third, as a policy change campaign, we would need a global secretariat but it should continue to be lean and work for enhancing the efficacy of regional and national coalitions. 

In addition, it was decided that:

· Highest standards of accountability and transparency would be maintained;

· The GCAP as the Asia anti-poverty campaign would continue with the political leadership being provided by the Asia Facilitation Group constituted of representatives of national coalitions;

· Communication between global-regional-national would have to be strengthened and a clear line of communication with the donors would have to be worked out;

· Efforts would be made to link up with the existing networks and coalitions in the region.

The need for regional secretariat was endorsed. However, on the need for sub-regional secretariat alternative scenarios were presented. The first model suggests one regional secretariat with two desks for sub-regional work. The second model was one regional secretariat with one sub-regional desk geographically located outside the regional secretariat but working as part of the regional secretariat. The third model was the existing one, in which two sub-regional secretariats work in Asia with one focusing on South Asia and the other on SENCA (South East, North and Central Asia).   

Mobilization and Key Dates 

Mobilization was endorsed as one of the key strategies for GCAP. However, it was decided that GCAP Asia should work towards strong peoples mobilization directly linked with clear policy asks and not focus on mobilization per se. The emphasis should be on small actions with large outcomes, rather than big actions with limited outcomes in relation to our political objectives or policy asks. Importantly, the White Band Campaign should incorporate the differences and create spaces for diversity of cultural contexts and political situations in the region and sensitize its proposals for action towards this. GCAP Asia also proposed to develop a common media mobilization strategy across the network and establish stronger networking and learning exchanges across the national coalitions.

Action points:

· create Task Forces around mobilization and media outreach

· Engage in capacity building for groups and national coalitions

· Development of mobilisation toolkits to guide the key action

Key Dates:

 -   April 


Global Week of Action for Education 

 -   1 May 


International Labor Day

 -   8 September 

Education

 -   21 September 

Peace Day

 -   17 October

World Anti-Poverty Day 

 -   10 December 

Human Rights Day

 -   8 March 


International Women’s Day

 -   G8 Japan
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