
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

eBulletin February 20 10  
  

PREAMBULE  

 Dear all readers, 

This is the e-bulletin of the project Capacity Building on Climate Change 

for Civil Society Organizations (Capacity Building project), February 

2010 edition, offered to members of the NGO Climate Change Working 

Group (CCWG) and the network of Vietnamese Non-governmental 

Organizations and Climate Change (VNGO&CC), other climate change 

practitioners, policy-makers, researchers and others with an interest in 

climate change issues alike. 

Contents of the e-bulletin will contain:  i) Activities of the Capacity 

Building Project; ii) International and local news updates; iii) Stories, 

Case studies on climate change mitigation and adaptation; iv) 

Forthcoming events and v) Job, training and funding opportunities 

related to climate change. 

This e-bulletin is also available on the CCWG website: 

ngocentre.org.vn/ccwg.  

We welcome your comments and any suggestions for improving the         

e-bulletin.  

All comments could be sent to the email address:   hanh@srd.org.vn or 

ngocptb@srd.org.vn 

This e-bulletin will be sent to you on 30th every month. If you would 

prefer not to receive it please contact us at hanh@srd.org.vn. 

Thank you very much! 

THIS MONTH’S CONTENTS  

�¾ Capacity Building Project Update 

o Complete the Training of trainers 
(TOT) manual on CC 

o Preparation for the third TOT 
training course on CC 

�¾ News 

o New developments of COP15 

o Diversified financial resources to 
support Vietnam to cope with 
climate change  

o Vietnam participates in the Earth 
Hour campaign  

�¾ Practical experience 

o How to cool the Earth 

�¾ Training opportunities 

o Chevening scholarship 2010-2011 
favours climate change subject 
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE  

 

 

 

Complete the Training of trainers (TOT) manual on CC  

 After holding 2 TOT training courses on actively training method, general knowledge on CC and CC 

mitigation, trainees – potential trainers - have had useful comments and initiatives to revise the draft of 

the TOT manual on CC.  

Basing on these opinions, the expert group has continued to edit the manual to meet the needs of trainees 

as well as the requirements of the global climate change context. 

After the third TOT training course, the TOT manual on climate change is expected to be completed and 

published. This TOT manual will be used for training on climate change for NGO staffs.  

 

Preparation for the third TOT training course  on CC 

 

The next TOT training course with the topic 

“mitigation and communication on climate change” 

will  be hold from 15th - 19th March 2010. 

Participants are NGO staffs who participated in the 

two previous TOT training courses hold in 

December 2009 and January 2010. 

In this course, reputable experts in the field of 

environment and climate change will be invited to 

give lectures and discuss with trainees.  

For further information on the training courses of 

the project as well as trainers and trainees, please 

contact: 

Mr. Vu The Thuong 

Project Training Officer 

Tel: 043.9436676 (ext.404) or email: thuong@srd.org.vn 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Trainees of the first two TOT courses 
Photo: SRD 



 
NEWS 
 

 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS OF COP15 

�x Submission of the national action plans on CC to UNFCCC 

(vnfej.vn) On the 1st February 2010, the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Mr. Yvo de Boer announced that 55 countries which have 
been responsible for major emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) causing the greenhouse gas effect have 
submitted national action plans to cope with climate change following the fixed deadline.  

According to Mr. Boer, those countries including the United States, European Union (EU), Japan, China 
and other rich countries submitted the national action plans to UNFCCC at 24.00 on 31st January 2010 - 
the deadline given by the Summit on Climate Change in Copenhagen, Denmark (COP15). 

These plans mainly reiterated the commitments to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from now to 2020 which were 
announced before starting the Copenhagen conference. 

In its plan, the United State has committed to reduce CO2 emission 
by 17% compared with the year 2005, equivalent to approximate 
4% compared with the year 1990. China and India claimed to 
reduce by 45% and 25% respectively.  EU has committed to reduce 
by 20%  compared with the year1990 and is willing to increase the 
rate to 30% if other countries act alike. 

These action plans do not specify the time and procedures to 
contribute to the “Quick Start Fund”, which is worth $30 billion 
for the period of 2010-2012 period and the “Long-term Fund”, 
which is worth 100 billion per year until 2025. Those funds were 
agreed at the COP15 and aim to support the poor countries to cope 
with climate change.  

Moreover, there are only 19 countries who officially announced to commit to  the Copenhagen Accord 
so far. 

According to the analysts, those short-term commitments could be considered as a step forward. 
However, they are not strong enough to prevent catastrophe caused by climate change and may produce 
both political and economic difficulties for international policy makers in defining long-term strategies 
to fight climate change after 2020. 

However, Mr. Boer affirmed that the commitments at the highest level of the countries which account 
for 80% emission quantity of green house gas in the world is a clear signal of goodwill. The action at 
least may push up the next negotiations on climate change which is planned to start from the 1st 
February 2010 and aim to reach a legal binding agreement to cope with climate change at the upcoming 
UN conference (scheduled to take place in Mexico in the late 2010).  

 He also said that the rest of the countries can continue to submit their national action plans on climate 
change after the 31st January 2010. 

 

In early September 2009, a Beijing authority, 
China prohibits all kinds of cars having high 

emission volume to enter the city.  

(Photo: AFP /VNA) 



 

 

 

 

�x NGOs with COP15 

At the official sessions of the UN summit on climate change UNFCCC COP15 in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, on December 2009, NGOs from all over the world also organized side-events as well as 
participated in the summit as observers to give opinions or suggest solutions to governments. 

Below is the interview with a representative of Vietnamese NGOs participating in COP15 – Ms. Vu Thi 
Bich Hop, Executive Director of the Centre for Sustainable Rural Development, on NGOs activities 
during and after COP15. 

 

Q: Representing Vietnamese NGOs (VNGOs) to participate in the COP15, 
what is your message to COP15? 

A: Climate change (CC) is causing irreversible impacts to Vietnam, 
particularly to the poor and marginalised communities in remote or difficult 
areas. CC can destroy all efforts of economic, social and environmental 
development of Vietnam, such as the results of the Poverty Alleviation 
Program and The Millennium Development Goals (MDG). In particular, the 
remote and marginalized communities and the poor who are already 
struggling for their livelihoods may become even poorer. 

VNGOs have been working for years with all their enthusiasm and small 
financial resources to support marginalised and poor communities to 
enhance knowledge on CC and contribute to environmental protection, CC 
mitigation and adaptation at the grassroots level. VNGOs have been 
focusing on building community-based models on CC mitigation and adaptation to support local 
sustainable livelihoods in specific regions, such as mountainous, coastal or extremely-difficult regions. 

Q: During the summit, NGOs had diversified events. Please tell us about some noticeable events. 

A: NGOs could only participate in the COP15 as observers. Therefore, on the one hand, we followed 
closely the negotiation progress of the UNFCCC’s sessions of government delegations. On the other 
hand, by organizing and participating in many side events, NGOs requested that developed countries 
give sufficient attention and have immediate action plans to support developing countries in the fight 
against CC. For example, the Accra Caucus Forum with the participation of NGOs representatives from 
5 continents was organized daily at COP15 in order to update information from official sessions and 
give specific comments and contributions to the Long-term Cooperation Action Text (LCA Text) 
relating to the Reduction of Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation. They urged government to 
support REDD, which must take into account benefits of the poor and indigenous people/ethnic 
minorities. 

(to be continued in the next page) 

Ms. Vu Thi Bich Hop 



 

 

 

 

Q: What were contributions of NGOs to COP15 and how 

were those contributions recognized by the government? 

A: NGOs participated largely in and had active 

contributions to COP15. NGOs’ contributions, in particular 

our research on CC impacts and especially working 

experiences at the grassroots level on REDD and CC 

adaptation, were highly appreciated by government 

delegations. Nonetheless, some demonstrations held by 

international NGO alliances were not accepted and as a 

result, NGOs representatives were not allowed to come to 

Bella Center during the last three days of COP15. 

Q: It seems that NGOs were not satisfied with the result of 

COP15. So after this summit, what would be NGOs’ 

activities or next  steps to cope with global CC? 

A: Most NGOs were disappointed with the results of COP15 as there were no concrete commitments, 

especially no legal binding agreements for programs or plans for the next period. However, the 

Copenhagen Accord can be considered as a preliminary 

agreement for the countries to continue negotiations. From 

the NGO perspective, after COP15, NGOs will continue to 

work closely together to share experiences and develop 

action plans for the future, for instance, the plan toward 

COP16 which will take place in the late 2010 in Mexico. 

Moreover, NGOs will keep up with research on CC 

impacts, CC policies and programs to be implemented at 

national, regional and international levels. Last but not 

least, NGOs will continue to strengthen our experience on 

working with local communities to enhance people’s 

knowledge on CC and help them develop plans and models 

on community-based CC adaptation. For example: models for specific regions such as areas prone to 

drought, floods, saline intrusion as well as actively contribute to implementing the UN – REDD program 

in Vietnam. 

Thank you so much for the interview! 

Tycho Brahe Plenary Hall at the Bella Center 
during COP15 

Photo: Matthew McDermott 

Slogans of protestors during COP15 
Photo: Greenpeace International 



 

 

 

 

 

DIVERSIFIED FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO SUPPORT VIETNAM TO COPE 
WITH CLIMATE CHANGE  

 

(www.vfej.vn) Coming back from the UN summit on CC COP15, Mr. Pham Khoi Nguyen, Minister of 

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, informed that after bilateral and multilateral 

meetings, countries from all over the world have committed to support Vietnam to cope with climate 

change. This includes 53 million USD funded by the Danish government, 8 million USD by UNDP, 450 

million USD of preferential loans by the Japanese government which will be transferred to Vietnam 

during the next period. The World Bank also committed to support Vietnam in coping with climate 

change. 

 

 

 

Moreover, Holland has promised to help Vietnam with technologies on building sea dykes; Denmark 

will provide support with medical waste treatment in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City; and the United 

States is also willing to support Vietnam to strengthen the system for hydro-meteorological surveying 

and deal with flood tides in the southern provinces. 

The Vietnamese government has targeted to mobilise 3 – 5 billion USD up to 2015 for the fight against 

climate change. 

 

Flood in big cities of Vietnam – Photo: VFEJ 



 

 
 

 

VIET NAM TO PARTIC IPATE IN THE EARTH HOUR EVENT 2010  

 (www.thiennhien.net) Vietnam officially launched the Earth hour campaign 2010 funded by the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF). The objective of the campaign is to raise awareness on CC. 

 

Lights out for Earth Hour 2010 

The Earth Hour is a WWF initiative on CC, which started in Sydney in 2007, and became a global 
campaign in the 2 years since. In 2009, it attracted the participation of nearly 1 billion people in over 
4,000 cities and towns in 88 countries around the world. 

Earth Hour 2010 will focus on calling for each individual, governments and enterprises to act and 
contribute to ensure a sustainable future for human beings. The campaign will expand from the last year 
with the participation of more than 20 provinces and cities.   

The main event will take place in Ho Chi Minh City and will be attended by numerous famous artists as 
the campaign ambassadors. 

The goals of Earth Hour are to educate and raise  awareness about climate change for people before and 
after the 27th March, especially the previous months in 2010. The Campaign Ambassadors will go to 
schools to deliver the messages. The competitions on climate change will be organized to encourage 
creative thinking. Information on this campaign can be found on website: www.earthhour.org.vn. 

The announcement of the launch of Earth Hour in Vietnam was given by WWF and the Department of 
Meteorology and Hydrology and Climate Change, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, 
calling for the participation of all Vietnamese citizens. 

Vietnamese people as well as enterprises can simply take part in this in this global event by turning off 
the light and other electric equipments for one hour (from 8.30, March 27 2010).  



 

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE  
 

 

How to cool the Earth? 

(www.khoahoc.com.vn) Being disappointed with the results of COP15, scientists are looking for 
initiatives to cool the Earth. Below are noticeable initiatives in the world: 

1- Spraying sulphate into the atmosphere  

Volcanic eruptions release huge amounts of sulphate particles into 
the upper atmosphere, where they reflect sunlight. After Mount 
Pinatubo erupted in 1991, sulphates reflected enough sunlight to 
cool the Earth by 0.5C for a year or two. The Nobel Laureate Paul 
Crutzen suggested in 2006 that it may be possible to inject artificial 
sulphate particles into the upper atmosphere – the stratosphere. 
However, the idea does not address ocean acidification caused by 
rising CO2 levels. There may be side-effects such as acid rain and 
adverse effects on agriculture. 

2- Planting of plain leaved trees 

The selection and genetic modification of certain types of trees to 
make their leaves more smooth and polished for better reflection of 
solar rays into space and therefore, keep the earth cooler.  

3- Creating of artificial white cloud 

The Earth surface can be kept cool if it is covered by clouds, especially white clouds which can reflect 
sunlight better. John Latham of the United States National Centre for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, 
Colorado is working with Stephen Salter of Edinburgh University and Mike Smith at Leeds to atomise 
seawater to produce tiny droplets to form low-level maritime clouds that cover part of the oceanic 
surface. The only raw material is seawater and the process can be quickly turned off. The cloud cover 
would only affect the oceans, but still lower global temperatures. 

4- Fertilising the sea with iron filings 

This idea arises from the fact that the limiting factor in the multiplication of phytoplankton – tiny marine 
plants – is the lack of iron salts in the sea. When scientists add iron to "dead" areas of the sea, the result 
is a phytoplankton bloom which absorbs CO2. The hope is that carbon taken up by the microscopic 
plants will sink to deep layers of the ocean, and be taken out of circulation. Experiments support the 
idea, but blooms may be eaten by animals so carbon returns to the atmosphere as CO2. In the long-term, 
it can also cause ocean acidification. 

5- Carbon capture and storage  

This technology has been used for years to captures CO2 from the exhaust gases of power plants and 
stores it underground. There are three main steps for carbon capture and storage (CCS) -- trapping and 
separating the CO2 from other gases, transporting this captured CO2 to a storage location, and storing 
that CO2 far away from the atmosphere (underground or deep in the ocean). 

6- Growing algae to absorb CO2 emitted in the cities  

Algae can be growed in photo-bioreactors to absorb CO2 and then produce bio-fuel. This method also 
contributes to reduce the dependence on mineral fuel. 

 

 

Volcano sprays sulfur into the atmosphere 



 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES  

 

 

Chevening scholarship 2010-2011 favours climate change subject 

The British Embassy is now inviting applications for the Chevening Scholarship Programme for the 

academic year beginning in September 2010. 

Applications from all provinces of Vietnam, from the private sector as well as from government and 

NGOs are encouraged. 

Successful candidates will show potential to rise to a high level in their careers and to contribute to the 

wider development of Vietnam. They will have a good academic record and a high standard of English.  

Subjects of study should be relevant to UK global foreign policy objectives, and may include, but are 

not limited to: Business/Finance; Political/Development Studies; Journalism; Climate Change; 

Legal/Criminal Justice studies and Engineering. 

The Scholarships cover tuition fees (up to £10,000), return air ticket to the UK, monthly living 

allowances, and UK visa costs. Partial scholarships may also be available. 

For further details and an application form, please contact 

 

  

The British Council in Hanoi  

Tel: 04 843 6780  

Or in Ho Chi Minh City  

Tel: 08 823 2862 

Or visit the British Council or British Embassy websites:  

www.britishcouncil.org/vietnam or http://www.ukinvietnam.fco.gov.uk/ 

 

Please send your comments to: 

The Centre for Sustainable Rural Development 

Address: No. 56, lane 19/9, Kim Dong str., Hanoi  

 Tel: 8443 9436676/78 ~ Fax: 8443 9436449 ~ Email:hanh@srd.org.vn 


