[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]GFDRR

‘GLOBAL FACILITY FORDISASTER
REDUCTION AND RECOVERY



[image: image4.jpg]THE WORLD BANK



[image: image5.jpg]7/

SAIGON MEDIA






Press Release

For Immediate Release

30 September 2009

PHOTO EXHIBITION SHOWCASES EFFORTS TO COMBAT NATURAL DISASTER

An exhibition of photos in the final round of the photo contest “Vietnam Images – Natural Disaster Proneness and Resilience” will take place in Dien Hong park – Hanoi from 8:30am, September 30th, 2009 until October 6th, 2009. 

The national photo contest is funded by Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery through the World Bank, as part of the communication campaign to promote community based disaster risk management (CBDRM) in Vietnam, with the participation of the Central Committee for Flood and Storm Control, and co-organized by Sai Gon Tiep Thi Newspaper. 

Located in the tropical monsoon area in South East Asia, Vietnam is one of the most hazard-prone areas in the Asia Pacific region. Because of its topography, Vietnam is susceptible to typhoons, floods, droughts, sea water intrusion, landslides, forest fires and occasional earthquakes of which typhoons and floods are the most frequent and most devastating hazards. Moreover, given the massive concentration of its population along the coastline and in the low lying deltas, disasters take a heavy toll in lost lives and damaged livelihoods. Statistics show every year, natural disasters cause an average of 750 deaths, and result in annual economic losses equivalent to 1.5% of GDP over the last decade. As most of the population is living in low-lying river basins and coastal areas, more than 70% of the population is estimated to be exposed to risks from multiple natural hazards. 

In order to (i) reflex severe impacts caused by natural disasters on Vietnam nature and people, (ii) engrave great efforts of Vietnam government and people to prevent and fight against disasters during the last 5 years, (iii) raise public awareness of natural disaster risks, as well as how the people in different regions across Vietnam have responded to the different risks, the photo contest has gained positive support and participation from professional as well as amateur photographers. Although contest duration was rather short (within 2 months, from 20 Jul to 18 Sep 2009), quality and quantity of received entries amazed the organizing board – with total of 435 photos of 82 contestants from all over Vietnam.

Contest jury board, including Vietnamese well-known photographers and photojournalists have selected 50 entries of 37 contestants (62 photos) to be exhibited in “Vietnam Images – Natural Disaster Proneness and Resilience”. Those are the most excellent photos in all aesthetic, social sense, as well as contest theme embossment, and viewers’ emotional creation. The exhibited photos are divided into 2 sub-topics: reality of catastrophic impacts caused by disasters, and human factor on mother Earth (prevent, safe lives, and overcome disasters on the one hand; but on the other hand destroy the environment that indirectly causing disasters).

Beside awarding prizes (2 First Prizes worth 15,000,000VNĐ/each, 2 Second Prizes at 10,000,000VNĐ/each, and 2 Third Prizes of 5,000,000VNĐ/each), the organization board also acknowledges the participation from all contestants by giving 1,000,000VNĐ per exhibited photo, and subsidizing 2,000,000VNĐ for contestants (who do not live in/within Hanoi) coming to Hanoi for awarding ceremony on 6 Oct 2009 at the State Guess House 12 Ngo Quyen St. In addition, to enlarge publicity and advance public awareness the topic, we also hold a seminar in the context of the awarding ceremony. The seminar is “Role of the media on raising public awareness on natural disaster prevention, mitigation, and environmental protection”.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

· Total 6 female contestants

· Contestants come from 16 out of 64 provinces throughout Vietnam: Binh Thuan, Da Nang, Dong Thap, Gia Lai, Hanoi, Hai Duong, Hue, Kien Giang, Lam Dong, Lao Cai, Long An, Quang Nam, Tien Giang, Ho Chi Minh City, Vinh Long, Yen Bai, in which, Hồ Chí Minh city is at top list with 116 entries, second on this list is Bình Thuận with 107

· Oldest contestant: Mr. Ly Toan from province of Binh Thuan – 78 years old

· Foreign contestant: Mr. Guillaume Chantry – Development Workshop France (DWF) country representative, Project Coordinator of Preventing Typhoon Damage to Housing in Central Vietnam. Guillaume Chantry is a French construction engineer who has spent 13 years in Hue, with much good contribution that Thua Thien-Hue province conferred a certificate of merit on the DWF and the “Good Person-Good Deeds” badge on him.

· Juridical board:

· Mr. Chu Chi Thanh – Chairman of Association of Vietnamese Photography, Head of Juridical board

· Ms. Dao Hoa Nu - E.FIAP artiste

· Mr. Nguyen Cong Thanh –  Senior Photojournalist, Head of Photography Department, Tuoi Tre Newspaper

· Mr. Tran Quang Hoai – Deputy Director of Department of Dyke Management and Flood and Storm Control (DDMFC), MARD.

· Mr. Vu Quoc Khanh – Director of Publishing Department Vietnam News Agency
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For more information, do not hesitate to contact:


Ms. Thuy Nga: 08 39305473 ext. 154 – Mobile 0908450970 – Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ThuyNga@sgtt.com.vn"��ThuyNga@sgtt.com.vn�  








