Request for Proposals:

Survey of Pregnant Women on HIV Testing for Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV (PMTCT) in Northern Vietnam

PSI/Vietnam

Background

Leveraging Vietnam’s social communications infrastructure and existing public health system, PSI is implementing a comprehensive communications campaign, branded “Cuoc Song Moi” For the Health of the Baby, to support CDC and LIFE-GAP’s PMTCT program. PSI’s social marketing approach to PMTCT aims to increase the uptake of “early” HIV testing as part of routine antenatal care (ANC) services. To achieve this objective, PSI implements the campaign through mass media communications and community outreach activities. The campaign involves collaboration with the MoH/LIFE-GAP PMTCT project, Provincial Health Departments (PHD), Provincial AIDS Centers (PAC), ANC facilities and local government and civil society groups working with pregnant women.

Research Objectives

In October 2009, PSI will conduct a PMTCT quantitative study to better understand ‘early’ HIV testing during pregnancy. The study will be conducted among pregnant women. There are three main objectives of this research:

1. To assess the proportion of women who were tested for HIV prior to 28 weeks gestation during their pregnancy (and to monitor changes in this behavior over time);

2. To understand the motivations and barriers to HIV testing during pregnancy; and

3. To evaluate exposure to and the impact of PSI’s “Cuoc Song Moi” campaign on the uptake of ‘early’ HIV testing prior to 28 weeks gestation during pregnancy.

Study Location

The survey will be conducted in three northern provinces: Hanoi (Dong Anh district), Hai Phong (Ngo Quyen and Hong Bang districts) and Quang Ninh (Ha Long district).

Study Population

Pregnant women beyond 28 weeks of gestation and had at least one ANC visit prior to 28 weeks gestation at a health facility offering LIFE-GAP PMTCT services.

Sample Size

The total required sample size for this survey is 537, with the distribution as follows:

	
	Hanoi
	Hai Phong
	Quang Ninh
	Total

	Number of pregnant women
	221
	176
	140
	537


Sampling Procedure

Study participants will be recruited at households. A list of randomly selected communes at the four survey districts will be provided by PSI. Within those communes, pregnant women beyond 28 weeks of gestation will be randomly selected from the full list. A short screening will be done at the household to check if pregnant women meet the inclusive criteria.

Data Collection

The questionnaire is developed by PSI and will take about 30 minutes to administer verbally. Interviews will be conducted at the respondent’s home. All aspects of the fieldwork will be managed by the contracted research agency under the supervision of PSI/Vietnam research personnel.

Data entry

Double entry for all the completed questionnaires of the main survey will be conducted by independent data entry personnel using Epidata. The two complete databases will be compared against one another and inconsistencies will be checked against the paper questionnaires to ensure the utmost accuracy of the final dataset. The final dataset will be provided in SPSS, with all variables and values labeled in English. 

Job description for the research agency

Field test the questionnaire at Dong Anh district, Hanoi

Conduct the field data collection for the main survey

Enter data of the main survey

Develop the field report for the main survey including lessons learned from the field

Timeline

Sept 23: PSI sends RFP to agencies 

Oct 7: deadline for interested agencies to submit the proposal 

Oct 8-14: PSI reviews proposals and selects research agency

Oct 15 – Nov 30: sign contract, field test the questionnaire, field data collection, data entry

Proposal submission

Research agencies interested in participating in the study, please send the following documents to PSI by October 7, 2009:

· A letter of interest

· A plan to implement the study including personnel description

· A budget estimation

All the above documents must be in sealed envelop and sent to:


Research Department

PSI Vietnam

Room 301, 30 Nguyen Du, Hanoi, Vietnam

Please name as “The proposal for survey of pregnant women on PMTCT” on the envelope.

Contact person at PSI Vietnam

Vu Ngoc Khanh

Research Manager

PSI Vietnam

Room 301, 30 Nguyen Du, Hanoi, Vietnam

khanhvu@psi.org.vn
PSI Vietnam will provide the study design for the interested agencies.



