Disability Working Group meeting Minutes 

Thursday, 13 March 2008

Venue:      NGO RC, La Thanh Hotel

Chair:       Handicap International

Minutes:   NGO Resource Centre

AGENDA

2.00 - 2.10pm 
Welcome and introduction

2:15 – 3.00 
Presentation of Handicap International project on “Develop well impact through communication”  

2.30 - 3.00
Question and comments

3.15 - 3.30

Tea break

3.30 – 4.00                  DPO  establisment at district level 

4.00 - 4.15

Discussion 

4.15 - 4.30 

Any Other Business

4.30

            Meeting ends

Participants:

MCNV, VNAH, Handicap International, NGORC, IDEA, SRD, Centre for Bright Future, 

1. Presentation of Handicap International on “Develop well impact through communication”  

Ms. Linh gave summary about Handicap International project funded by EU in Vietnam. The major activity of project is to produce one set of support tool for PWD. Which includes of::

1. The Film“my aspirations”: HI with its partner NCCD has collaborated with Vietnam Humanitarian Television to produce a film on the CWD in 4 provinces of Hanoi, Bac Kan, Quang Nam and Quang Tri with purpose of raising awareness on Disability issue as well as giving opportunities for the handicapped children, their families and local authorities to express themselves, their efforts and problems/difficulties that they face, and also their dreams in life.

The film mentions not only the concerns of families with children with disabilities about  their children's future but also their great efforts and positive thinking in bringing their children up in the conditions of limited knowledge and skills

The film also expressed the needs of provinces in improving life for CWD, among which including social inclusion or CWD, and to implement well social inclusion programs, joint efforts are required not only from the government, local authorities but the community as well.

2.Together with this film a  handbook has been made, which support community in social Includion activities for CWD. The handbook  mentioned information on status of PWD in Vietnam, the legal documents which related to CWD,  international Convention on the Rights of the Child. All these information would be very useful for raising awareness for community as well as PWD about their rights and responsibility in social life.

Furthermore, Linh also mentioned about 2 other activities of this project are: organising training workshop for member of Woman Union, self help groups and other partners  as Centre for community learning, social protection associations to help them become trainer for another members to 

 
add the activities of support PWD to their own work plan; To do  
Mornitoring and evaluation after workshop on status of implementation these activities.

Anyone would like to get CD and handbook please contact directly to Handicap International or NGORC (one set 's available at NGORC Library)

Question and comments:

1. Did project mention issue about People's attitude to People with Disability?  Was it mentioned in CD film?And How we can change people's attitude to PWD? 

The film was made to reflect positive way, tDuring everyone's life may have short time related to “disability” so if people awared of it they will change their attitude to PWD. herefore it did not mention this issue.

2. Setting up DPO at district level:

Mrs. Hien from Ba Dinh DPO gave summary information on establishment of DPO  at District level. 

Hanoi DPO has organized 2 workshops for all district in Hanoi on procedures to set up DPO at district level, raising awareness and encourage PWD to set up DPO.

After these workshops the advocacy Board (AB) has been established and AB will submit to the People Committee at District then the application will be submitted to  Hanoi People Committee for approval.

Currently the application of Ba Dinh DPO has been approval and they will organize the first congress next week.

The application to set up DPO of Dong Da District is still in process for approval 

Mrs. Hien stated that it's easy to set up one DPO  but how to make it work and maintain it? that's one important issue. Work experiences would be gained from practices but the finance is one difficult issue for DPO operation.

What are the next step of DPO activities? 

According to the survey which implemented by Ba Dinh Department of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs the number of PWD in Ba Dinh District is 1.500 in which 500 persons is in labour age, only 100 persons employed and rest of 400 person are unemployed. Mrs. Hien mentioned that DPO try to do Raising Awareness, and encourage PWD to be more independent and they should feel that they are useful for society and their living should not lean on government's subsidy. They can work with their own capacity.

The structure of Ba Dinh DPO : Ba Dinh District has 14 communes and in each commune will has one representative.

Mrs Hien wants to ask wherther  NGOs can support DPO at district level???

Hanoi PWD have not received support from NGOs community as remote area. 

The purpose of DPO is support PWD on their employment. They should receive support training as well as employment direction. A lot of PWD  don't determine what they like to to and what are their capacity, they don't care much about the appropriation between their health, capacity and job requirement...

Comment: Currently we have IDEA, Disability Working Group and we should link all these network to those DPO.

Handicap International will contact Ba Dinh Red Cross association for further information on their action plan and see what can support to DPO of BaDinh

3.Other Business

The first congress of Ba Dinh DPO will be organized very soon – next week. Ms. Hien will send the invitation to working group mailing list.

4. Next meeting will be held on 15 May 2008, which will facilitated by CRS. The topic of this meeting will be on Inclusive Education.

