Disaster Management Working Group (DMWG)

Draft Meeting minutes (vo.01)
Monthly meeting
07 July 2009, 13:30 – 15:00

NGO Resource Centre

Objectives: 

1. Update on heavy rains in northern Viet Nam (5 July)
2. Monitoring the implementation of DMWG Annual Work plan
3. Policy Dialogue in Viet Nam: Geneva, High Level Forum

4.   International Disaster Response Law  
5.   Other business     
        

Agenda: 

1. Introductions and confirmation of proposed agenda (5 min.)
2. Approval of the minutes of the DMWG monthly meeting 9th  June  2009 (5 min.)

3. Update on heavy rains in northern Viet Nam (5 July)
a. Data available

b. Identified needs

c. Potential support from NGOs, donors and UN PCG 10 members.

4. DMWG Annual Work Plan: where are we at and July – December planning (10 min.)
5. Update from ISDR Global Platform (5 min.)

6. High Level Policy Forum in Viet Nam: September- October 2009 (5 min.)

7. DMWG contingency plan and Rapid assessment : way forward (10 min.)

8. Update on cluster leadership approach (5 min.)

9. CBDRM session by the World Bank (5 min.)

10. Next DMWG chairmanship: August-January 2010 (5 min.)

11. Other business (5 min.)
12. International Disaster Response Law (IDRL) by Ms. Victoria Bannon- IFRC (2 hours)

Participants: 

Representatives from Save the Children, Oxfam, Plan, Red Cross, CECI, IFRC, an independent consultant and UN agencies, (21) participated in the meeting.
Main discussion points

1. Introductions and confirmation of proposed agenda: approved
2. Agenda and previous minutes: approved
3.  Update on heavy rains in northern Viet Nam (5 July)

3.1 Data available: some inconsistencies were identified with regard to the number of victims and missing people as they decreased which may indicate difficulties in gathering information. Latest figures include 17 dead and 14 missing. http://www.ccfsc.org.vn/ccfsc/?module=102&nid=1144&sid=NDMP 
3.2 Identified needs: there are no identified needs and People’s Aid Coordinating Committee (PACCOM) has not received any request from the affected provinces as of today.
3.3 Potential support from NGOs, donors and UN PCG 10 members. National authorities from Central Committee for Floods and Storm Control) confirmed that situation is under control. Affected communities seem to be coping and officials at commune and district level are providing sufficient support. International support is NOT required at this stage although disaster practitioners are on standby should heavy rains continue in the north.

3.4 Other information: Most of the damages have been caused by landslides and not by floods as initially estimated. A CCFSC delegation, together with UN team will travel tomorrow to Cao Bang, the most affected province.
Action:

  3.5 
Disaster practitioners to closely monitor the situation and on standby should heavy rains continue in the north.

4. DMWG Annual Work Plan: where are we at and July – December planning 
4.1 Annual Work Plan was reviewed and all of the activities are ongoing with few minor adjustments:
i. 2.c. Disaster and Climate Change adapation tools: deadline extended until September as requested by Oxfam.

ii. 2.d. Research: further information needs to be provided by Hanoi School of Public Health and WHO in next DMWG monthly meeting.

iii. 3.b. Oxfam-UNICEF training on public health to be organized in August.

4.2 Next AWP revision will be made in September 09.

Action:

4.3 
HSPH and WHO to provide further information in next DMWG monthly meeting.
5. Update from ISDR Global Platform
5.1 Update was shared with the Group including a reference to the High level panel were Viet Nam was put as good example of coordination in disasters. The delegation participated in few bilateral meetings (Norway, WB, etc.).

5.2 Follow up action is the organization of the High Level Policy Forum in October.

6. High Level Policy Forum in Viet Nam: October 2009
6.1 MARD and UN ISDR are promoting the organization of a national forum with the objective of identifying opportunities and build joint efforts, especially the forum will lead to recommendations on how best to link climate change adaptation and climate-related disaster risk management strategies, activities and institutions in Viet Nam, harmonize their coordination, and maximize their synergies.
6.2 Invitations will be sent once date and venue have been decided.
7. DMWG contingency plan and Rapid assessment : way forward
7.1 
Despite the unsuccessful ad hoc meeting organized in June, DMWG reiterate the relevance of these two documents.

7.2
In order to ensure prompt action, a consultant will be hired to draft the document

7.3
DMWG members will try to identify funds to cover the expenses of such assignment
7.4
It was suggested that besides the report the consultant would facilitate a working sessions to present the Plan

Action

7.5
ToRs to be drafted. Who: Chairman (new). When: by next monthly meeting.

7.6
DMWG members to mobilize funds to fund this activity
8. Update on cluster leadership approach
8.1
First cluster coordination meeting was organized
8.2
Draft cluster ToRs are being approved by Global Cluster Leads
8.3 
GoV cluster leads are being identified by cluster co-leads

8.4
OCHA team will provide capacity building on cluster approach for national officials, NGOs, donors and other disaster practitioners (tentative dates 20-21 August, in Ha Noi). Invitation will be shared as soon as the agenda is finalized.
9. CBDRM session by the World Bank
9.1 
Session completed

9.2 
No additional information provided

10. Next DMWG chairmanship: August-February 2010
10.1 
Following the agreement reached on January 2009, the DMWG chair will rotate

10.2
Save the Children has accepted to take the torch and act as chair/facilitator of DMWG from July 09 to Feb 2010 (Tet holidays)

11. Other business
11.1 
MARD-UN ToRs have been shared for comments with the purpose of ensuring complementarities and coherence with other initiatives.
12.  International Disaster Response Law (IDRL)
12.1 
IFRC gave full presentation about Legal Preparedness for Responding to Disasters and Communicable Disease Emergencies in Vietnam
12.2
Presentation has been circulated by Nhung (maituyetnhung@gmail.com)
Next Meeting: to be confirmed by Save the Children (new DMWG chair)
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