Disaster Management Working Group meeting

UNICEF Office, 81A Tran Quoc Toan Hanoi

Time: 15.00 – 6th December 2007

Chaired by Ms. Isabella (UNICEF)

Note Taker: Vu Xuan Viet - CARE

Meeting Minutes 

Objective:  to present DANA Rapid Assessment Forms by DMC and updates from different organizations about relief activities of Lekima Typhoon.

Participants (9): See attached List of participants

Main items:

1. Presentation: Developing a standard methodology for damage & needs assessment in Vietnam (DANA)

Ms. Nguyen Anh Son (DMC) delivered a presentation on DANA guidelines and formats. These are key outputs of the research executed by Department of Dyke Management and Flood Storm Control (DDMFSC) and UNDP, implemented by DMC, VNRC and GSO. Oxfam GB, Oxfam Hong Kong were the cooperation partners in this exercise.

Main outputs of the assignment are: 1. Consolidated forms for data recording at the local and also central level; 2. The DANA 1.0 database software; 3. Historical damage and humanitarian relief /reconstruction investment data within recent 35 years); 4. Technical guidelines for local officers on doing damage and needs assessment and verification of damage and needs; and 5. A Training Program (curriculum document) for training of officers at different levels in doing DANA and on software database.

Three recommendations were indicated in the presentation as follows:

1. Consolidate and promote this research in terms of scale and contents.

2. Improve the software DANA 1.0 (detailed GIS base) that can be applied in all districts of the country for disaster management.

3. Provide training on DANA and apply this system in most of disaster prone areas in Vietnam

2. Quick updates from different organizations:

2.1 UNICEF will support DMC to organize DANA Training from 12-14 December 2007. Participants of the training are from international NGOs and 3 provinces: Binh Thuan, Quang Nam and Thua Thien Hue.

2.2 The Natural Disaster Mitigation Partnership in coordination with Vietnam National Mekong River Commission and the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center will jointly organize a National Lessons Learnt Workshop on Partnership for enhancing flood preparedness and emergency management in the Mekong River Delta will be held from 11 to 12 December 2007 in Cao Lanh town, Dong Thap province.

The workshop’s proceedings will be uploaded on NDMP website in the time to come.

2.3 CARE and Oxfam plan to co-organize a joint rapid needs assessment training from 14-16 January 2008.

3. Update response to Lekima Typhoon:

3.1 IFRC launched an International Appeal and has received commitment of 2 millions USD. In response to Lekima Typhoon and flooding in Central Vietnam, French Red Cross also applied for ECHO funding of approx. 600,000 Euro to assist Quang Binh province and Spanish Red Cross applied for ECHO funding of approx. 400,000 Euro to assist Thanh Hoa province.

3.2 After Lekima Typhoon, CARE International in Vietnam has responded to immediate and medium needs of affected districts and communes in Thanh Hoa province with USD 98,928 (sponsored by CARE US, CARE Germany, CARE Denmark) and USD 345,485.76 (from ECHO) and USD 200,000 (from USAID-OFDA).

In response to flooding in central provinces, CARE also called for support of USD 75,193.44 from ECHO funding to Binh Dinh province.

Questions and Answers: 

1. What is the Gap of information sharing in emergency response to Lekima Typhoon?

Coordination issue was once again highlighted. As agreement among DMWG members in previous meeting, NDMP is responsible to update the matrix (which includes of all response information from different donor). The matrix is available on NDMP web for people to update. 

However, the matrix mainly provides updates of the relief aid activities by the Government and different NGOs, whilst the needs of affected provinces remain the same over a long period of time. It’s difficult to see what the gaps to be addressed are.

4. Recommendations

- There should be an effective mechanism of updating the satisfaction of needs in affected provinces over certain period of time so as to allow donors and organizations to better see the gap to provide appropriate support.

Minutes taken by Mr. Vu Xuan Viet – CARE International in Vietnam.
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