Disability Working Group – Core Group meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 9, 2008

Venue:      NGO RC, La Thanh Hotel

Chair:       Richard O’Brien VSO

Minutes:   Phan Ha - NGO Resource Centre

AGENDA

2.00 - 2.10pm 
Welcome by Chairman

2:15 - 2:30 
Short presentation of Landmine Survivor Network by Ms. Nguyen Kim Hoa 

2.30 - 3.00
Question and comments

3.00 - 3.15

Discussion on Selection of new chairman

3.15 - 3.30

Tea break

3.30 - 4.00
Selection of Host INGOs for DWG Meetings 2008

4.00 - 4.15

Discussion 

4.15 - 4.30 

Any Other Business

4.30

            Meeting ends

Participants:

Almost participant in the meeting are Core Group members: MCNV, Landmine Survivor Network, VNAH, Handicap International, World Concern, NGORC, CRS....

1. Presentation of Landmine Survivor Network. 

Ms. Nguyen Thi Kim Hoa  introduced briefly about Landmine Survivor Network  activities regarding disability issues. And she was addressing  that currently Landmine Survivor Network is in the transition periods and on the way of brain storming of what should they be and what should they do? they expect to receive input or comments from INGOs who has experience for this process.

Please see the link bellow for detail presentation:

http://www.ngocentre.org.vn/files/docs/DWG_Meeting_Presentation_of_LSN_VN__updated_.ppt

Questions and comments: 

Doing legal procedure is a long process, it takes a lot of time. LSN should base on its MOU, financial commitment from Head Quarter...It's structure, function are also very important.  

What's LSN goal is? Does your framework relate to Disability? What kind of Disability group is ? What are your organization's target group in the future?

Hoa emphasis that in the future Landmine Survivor Network activities will focus on People with disability and all kind of Survivor. Whoever become Disability because of Mine, bomb or other kind of accidents...these will be the target group of LSN. It doesn't focus much on Education, or people get Disability when they were small.

· Your organization should develop clear its mission as well. Landmine Survivor network should take reference from another INGOs as CIDSE which has been transformed to 2 development organization (2 local NGOs).

· If you start with the target group of disability, your organization should find out what their needs are? And you have to develop entity's mission and organization activities should contribute to meet that need. 

· If the direction of becoming local NGO LSN should getting advice from IDEA who has been transited last year. Local NGO can do fund raising, and have bank account..

2. Voting Chairman for Disability WG:

Mr. Richard  Orbien will finish his contract with VSO in March. And He would like to hand over the chairman role to another person. 

Regarding to  the NGO RC Working Group Guidelines (2005), Chairman of WG should be person who works for one INGO in VN and this INGOs also should works in Disability sector. 

The chairperson who should be not very busy with business in provinces and Chairperson  also should on be haft of organization within a working team, who can support to working group activities and keep following up working group action points.

Some participant at the meeting proposed that the group may need co-chairs mechanism who can rotating to play chairing role for  the meeting. But  many others disagreed  because of small structure of group and it's difficult to run group with 2 chairpersons.

Director of NGOResource Centre stated that finding out the chairperson for WG is quite difficult, Water supply and Sanitation Working Group was in the same situation. It' not because of voting issue, because of volunteering/commitment or willingness to take this role. And we should answer the question that: Are we interested to continue the working group? And do we want our working group to be more active?

And the group needs one person to facilitate for Disability issue in the process of preparation of Consultative Group Report (CG meeting) as well as getting involve to Poverty Reduction Support Credit (VDR/PRSC) consultation process led by the World Bank, and many other related issues.

3. Selection of Host INGOs for DWG Meetings 2008:

                           
Disability Working Group normally organizes 6 meetings per year and core group member rotating the host role in these meeting in 2007 and each meeting will cover some relevant topic which is mentioned in the group Action Plan.

                               
All participant all agreed that in 2008 Core group member will do the same as last year And follow up topics related to Disability sector, after discussion 5 organisations volunteering to host 5 group meetings in 2008. Which are as follow:

1. Awareness raising: Handicap International – group meeting will be held on 13 March, 2008.

2. Inclusive Education and vocational training: CRS  –  meeting will be held on 15  May, 2008

3. Topic on Advocacy and law, regulation which relevant to Disability: VNAH – group meeting will be held on 10 July, 2008.

4. Employment issue: MCNV – Group meeting will be held on Thursday 11 September 2008

5. Landmine Survivor Network will coordinate the meeting in November.

4. Other Business :

·  Trine Glue Doan: Annouced that some Working Group will be established in HCMC and there will be one on Disability issue. DWG in Hanoi should has linkage with this group for further activity in the future....

·  NGOs matrix on Disabilities should be updated in 2008. NGORC will be responsible for reminding group member to send their new activities and to do updating this database.

·  Mr. Richard O’Bien mentioned that IDEA made the newsletter which update all the activities relevant to Disability sector and it has been circulated to a lot of NGOs and other organisations since long time ago. In order to keep up this activity  now IDEA needs some  contribution from INGOs. IDEA expect to receive about USD 100 – 350  per year from each INGO member. This amount of money will cover the cost of translation, editing etc...

Next meeting will be held on 13 March 2008, Handicap International will host this meeting.

