People’s Participation Working Group (PPWG) Vietnam:

Workshop

“Overview on Collaborative Groups (CGs/ CBOs)”
Venue: UNDP Meeting Room, first floor

25-29 Phan Boi Chau, Ha Noi 

Time: 8.00-12.00

Date: Friday, 31 August 2007

Language: Vietnamese and English 

Introduction

Collaborative Groups (CGs)-  a term that is recently used to address those groups/ organizations that operate at the grassroots level (commune or village). CGs are also called as community based organizations (CBOs) by development organizations (donors, NGOs). CGs exist in many forms, including for profit or non profit, or for economic, social, or cultural purposes, or as combined-purpose organizations. Often, a CG is not a legal entity or rarely registered to any agency, And, sometime CG’s existance and operation is not fully recognized by local authorities.

More and more donor agencies, especially NGOs, work with and support CGs/CBOs that partially helps increase the number of CGs/CBOs in the last two decades. CGs/CBOs are contributing strongly to improve grassroots participation, socio-economic development and poverty reduction at the community level. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development has been assigned to lead the drafting of the CGs Decree, whose final draft has been submitted for the Prime Minister’s approval. This will build a clearer and more facilitating legal environment for the development CGs/ CBOs. 

Having recognized the importance of the CGs/CBOs roles and the implication of CG Decree (if approved), the PPWG is organizing a workshop entitled “Overview of Collaborative Groups”. The purpose of the workshop is to share experiences and create a better understanding on CGs/CBOs, of their roles and contributions, and of the CG Decree formulation process.

Objectives of the Workshop

The workshop aims to i) update participants on progress of the Rural Collaborative Group Decree ii) share experiences of CGs/CBOs in promoting peoples’ participation and poverty reduction iii) discuss how external actors can effectively support CGs/CBOs

	Agenda for CG workshop

	8h00 – 8h30
	Registration

Opening  

Introduction
	PPWG chair

	8h30 – 8h45 
	Presentation on findings from research on CGs in Phu Tho, Ha Tinh, Ninh THuan and An Giang   


	Care International 

	8h45 – 9h45 
	Experience sharing from CG/CBO (operation, strength and weakness) 

  CBO 1: Livelihoods and Rights Club (Care)

  CBO 2: Livelihoods Club, Phu Tho (SRD)

  CBO 3: Non-profit based organisation 
	Representative from invited CG/CBOs 



	9h45 – 10h00 
	Tea break 
	

	10h00 – 10h 15 
	Update on progress of CG/CBOs Decree development.
	Mr. Nghiem- MARD 



	10h15 – 11h45
	Plenary discussion 

Q1: What and how external actors support CG/CBOs?

Q2: How to work/cooperate more effectively with CG/CBOs?
	Facilitator 



	11h45 – 12h00 
	Wrap up 

Closing 
	PPWG chair and facilitator




Note:  The PPWG member organizations will need to cover all related costs for their invited local participants. 

