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Background

Policy development based on research evidence is a theme that is increasingly gaining relevance among development practitioners and researchers.  The Government of Vietnam, donor agencies, and NGOs are more frequently searching for ways to support policy making with sound research evidence.

Project Definition

Project Objectives 

The present workshop aims to provide VASS researchers, NGOs, and CSOs with an introduction to the main principles and experiences from various developing countries on the link between research evidence and policy making.

Additional Objective to be considered

· VASS researchers, NGOs, and CSOs explore networking possibilities to support policy development and pro-poor policies for sustainable development with research evidence.

· VASS and DMR project further explore the characteristics and dynamics of the link between research evidence and policy making in Vietnam.

Project Scope

· Receive an introduction to the RAPID framework of Evidence Based Policy Development developed by the Overseas Development Institute of the UK.

· Discuss experiences on the link between NGOs and CSOs activities and policy development in Vietnam

· Exchange information on CSO research between PPWG, CSO/NGOs and VASS institutes

· Present and discuss experiences in Vietnam with evidence based policy influencing by PPWG CSO/NGOS and VASS’s institutes researching civil society

Outline project deliverables and/or desired outcomes

· Minutes of the presentation and discussion are prepared and disseminated in Vietnamese.

· Presentation material by ODI is translated into Vietnamese

Any exclusions - i.e. Out of Scope

· Not required

Benefits

· VASS researchers, PPWG members including, NGOs, CSOs, and donor representatives realise the relevance of a structured framework to strengthen the link between practice, evidence, and policy development

· Areas of further capacity development are explored

Risks

· Funding for printing and disseminating information and workshop costs are not made available

Quality Expectations

· Workshop should be max half day in VASS

· Send invitation and request confirmation for exact number of participants

· Workshop should combine some theory with practical experience from Vietnam and other developing countries

· The workshop should also allow for a discussion about the experience in this specific areas of the participants

· Workshop should take place during mission #3 of ODI for VASS.

· Participants between 50-70 among PPWG members and VASS researchers, UNDP(?)

· Room 3D in VASS

· VASS sends invitation and agenda to VASS institutes and relevant ministries and UNDP

· PPWG sends list of members to whom the invitation will be sent by email to VASS

· PPWG sends invitation and agenda to PPWG members

· Confirmation of attendance required by Monday 12.5 to have clear idea of number of participants.

· Arnaldo and VASS staff will be facilitators

· Co-chair by VASS and PPWG

· Minutes will be taken by PPWG

· Post-workshop material = minutes + slides handouts

· Possibility of creating a link between PPWG web-site and ODI downloadable material as background material. This needs to be included in the invitation letter.

· Prepare feedback form in Vietnamese for participants that will be collected at the end of the workshop.

· Prepare a slide question

Date, location, and tentative agenda

Suggested titles:

1) The role of scientific evidence in policy development

2) Bridging scientific evidence and policy development: an analytical framework

3) Bridging scientific evidence and policy development: an analytical framework and some results from an assessment conducted by ODI and VASS

4)Untangling the links between research evidence and policy development: an analytical framework and some results from an assessment conducted by ODI and VASS



Location: VASS

Tentative date: 16.5.2008

Time
Agenda
Who

9:00 – 9:05
Welcome and quick introduction of VASS chair, PPWG, ODI
Arnaldo 

9:05 – 9:20
Introduction to VASS and aim of the workshop
VASS President Prof. Do Hoai Nam?

9:20 – 9:45
Introduction to RAPID framework
Nicola Jones

9:45 – 10:00
Q&A (Clarification)


10:00 – 10:15
Tea break


10:15 – 10:45
Experiences from abroad on the link between research institutes and CSOs (one example) and overview of the results the assessment in VASS
Nicola Jones

10:45 – 11:15
Experience of PPWG in policy engagement
PPWG

11:15 – 11:50
Q&A


11:50 – 12:00
Wrap up
Arnaldo

Roles and Responsibilities

Workshop 2 - Evidence Based Policy Advocacy workshop


Who
When

Request green light to VASS
DMR
15/3/2008

Meeting Trine, Arnaldo, and Ms Tran Thi Lan Anh
DMR
21/3/2008

Permission by Prof. Nam
DMR
31/3/2008

Prepare invitation (ENG/VN)
DMR/PPWG
25/3/2008

Meeting Doi Moi project and PPWG
PPWG/DMR
14/4/2008

Prepare agenda (ENG/VN)
DMR/PPWG/ODI
15/4/2008

Prepare lists of PPWG members to whom the invitation will be sent
PPWG
28/4/2008

Secure funding
DMR
20/4/2008

Create link between PPWG website and ODI downloadable material and publications (ASK  NICOLA)
ODI / PPWG
20/4/2008

Invitation disseminated
DMR / PPWG
05/5/2008

Confirmation of participation
DMR / PPWG
12/5/2008

Speaker presentation translated
DMR / ODI
30/4/2008

Book workshop room
DMR
9/5/2008

Book interpretation/translation services
DMR
2/5/2008

Book minute takers
PPWG
16/5/2008

Minutes edited and disseminated by email
PPWG
25/5/2008

Budget

Workshop 2 - Evidence Based Policy Advocacy workshop
Unit

Unit cost
Total

Simultaneous translation 

(half day preparation + half day workshop)
1 or 2
day
$160
$160 or $320

Speaker slides/presentation translated
30
slides
$4
$120

Tea break + fruits
1
Lump sum
$80
$80

Photocopies + flipcharts + post it + markers
1
Lump sum
$80
$80





$440
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