Minutes of SANRM working group meeting

Time: 1st June 2007

Location: NGO meeting hall

Participants: to be listed at the end 

Topic: Organic Agriculture

Agenda:

1. Introduction

2. Presentation on Organic Agriculture  - Mr. Koen (ADDA)

· Overview of organic agriculture in the world

· Organic production in Vietnam

· Why organic agriculture?

· Conventional agriculture (normal agriculture)

Environmental factors 

Food quality

Agronomic factors

Economical  factors. 

· Comparison of Vietnam standards safe and organic agriculture

· The basic principles of organic agriculture

On general level

On practical level

· Organic only for the market?

· Why do farmers choose organic production?

· Why are consumers interested?

· Can organic feed the world?

· Key requirements of organic agriculture

· Organic soil management

· Organic pest management

· Buffer zones/border crops

· Biodiversity

· Livestock has important role

· Standards and control

· What is covered in organic agriculture?

Question and answers: 

- Ms. Tomomi Saito: I want to know more about the organic production market in Hanoi?

- Mr. Koen: No, there is no organic vegetables market in Hanoi

- Mr. Daniel Valenghi: How do you collect the data? What kinds of crops are there?

- Mr. Koen: Over 26 million hectares is certified organic agri-land. Annual surveys have been made according to IMO and IFOAM . The figure 6,475 ha comes from 5 recent reports. 

There are more than 1,000 ha of mangrove forest and shrimp production in Ca Mau, There are also catfish in An Giang, a little bit vegetables in Da Lat, pineapples in central provinces. The production in those areas are very small. In the North, there are some tea companies.

- Ms. Annierose Albertsen: What are botanical pesticides? 

- Mr. Koen: they are herbal pesticides, some substances extracted from chilly and neem leaves.

Some information of ADDA:

- ADDA works with VN farming in 6 provinces in the north of Vietnam. 

- 3 fields of work: 

· Technical development: to develop methodologies for certain crops and fish (in the first 2 years)

· Local market development: focus more on local market, carry out promotional activities (3 years)

· Quality insurance: set up a system of certifying products  more informal system that people directly involve in. 

- Location: Hai Phong (fish), Bac Ninh, Vinh Phuc (vegetables), Bac Giang (lychee), Tuyen Quang (oranges), Lao Cai (Rice and vegetables) 

- ADDA does not only focus on crops but all system. 

3. Presentation on practical experience of JVC on organic farming - Ms. Mayu

- General information about JVC

- Experience on organic agriculture

· Rice – duck farming

· Rice – fish farming

· SRI

· Vegetables garden

· Compost

Q & A: 

- Mr. Luke Simmons: What is green manure used in Vietnam?

- Mr. Mayu: Villagers use 3 or 5 kinds of weeds as green manure

- Mr. Koen: there is different understanding of the concept of  “green manure” here. People in Viet Nam put all green materials in the compost and call it “green manure”. To us, green manure means leguminous trees covering the soil, such as ground peanut leaves. A study shows that nitrogen level provided by leguminous trees is equal to nitrogen level provided by chemical fertilizers. Does sesbania appear? 

- Ms. Mayu: Yes

- Mr. Koen: In some areas like Tuyen Quang, it is not convenient to bring compost to the hillside, so it is better to grow plants to make compost right in the fields, we grow green manures under the trees.

- Mr. Daniel Valenghi: what are your partners in the project?

- Ms. Mayu: we have partners at district and grassroots levels. 

4. Discussion on the development of the Working group

- Mr. Koen: For the effectiveness of SANRM WG we have some sub-groups. We also have meetings to discuss about the related groups. Do you want to ask about those?

- Mr. Daniel: what kinds of groups are there?

- Ms. Mayu: there are currently 3 sub-groups: Agriculture extension (Coordinated by SNV), Seed (no coordinator) and WTO (Oxfam GB)

We would like to organize one more sub-group “Organic farming and its market”. So, may be some of you be more or less interested in?? Could all of you introduce a little bit about your project?

- Ms. Hoa: we work in Ha Tay and Ha Giang. In Ha Tay we have some activities on organic products, in Ha Giang also somehow related to organic products. We introduce them the value of organic farming. 

We are very busy with our work, hence not sure whether to join.

- Ms. Ha: I suggest JVC or ADDA drop a letter to all NGOs to introduce about the expected sub-group.

- Mr. Ruben Saornil: we work with MARD to study on policy making in agriculture including organic agriculture.

- Mr. Luke Simmons: I will try to get organic standards of Cambodia if you are interested in.

- Ms. Tomomi Saito: we have been implementing a biogas project applying cheap and simple techniques that costs only 17 US$/tank. We suggest that farmers take use both the liquid and solid parts but they are not interested in using the liquid part for fertilizing. We also add EM to compost. Do you think there is any problem here?

- Mr. Koen: No, I think there is no problem.

* Next meeting will be held in July

Topic: Results of survey on subsidy in Vietnamese agriculture introduced by Mr. Nico - SNV
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