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Minutes:

Key focus areas:

· Studying and sharing information on climate change mitigation in land use and energy sectors, compliance and voluntary carbon markets, and carbon financing in general, presentations at group meetings, sharing documents on websites, online learning groups (CARE)

Possible activities – presentations, documents, 

· Explore how land management activities can feed into mitigation projects, as well as hydropower projects, biogas, forestry and REDD mechanisms

Possible activities - Research into national/international examples of assessing (auditing) climate change mitigation impact of existing projects.  Finding existing research reports – conducting research/audits in Vietnam.

Possible activities - Apply lessons from such research/audits to the planning of new projects for specific CC mitigation.

· Conduct advocacy and support the GoV to ensure an institutional framework is in place for developing and verifying carbon projects under compliance (CDM and REDD) and voluntary mechanisms

· Explore how the regulatory and institutional framework can become more pro-poor at national and sub-national levels.  Making poverty-focused projects more accessible, exploring added value to pro-poor projects through voluntary carbon market standards (CCBA, Gold Standard etc)

· establish collaboration with private sector partners to secure investment from the private sector in the following areas:

· ‘climate smart’ organisations – linking CSR (or carbon neutrality) with poverty-focused carbon finance (collaborate with thematic group 4)

· linking carbon finance investors with NGOs (Vietnamese)

· Advocating poverty-related carbon market standards (CCBA etc) to private sector investors

· Conduct capacity building of national NGOs and private sector to verify and better publicise the processes that MONRE has set up.  CCWG cannot conduct training but can raise awareness of training opportunities for carbon finance (standards) auditing/verifying. 
· Mitigation without carbon finance elements – green building, infrastructure, energy efficiency, technology transfer.  Raise the profile of these aspects of CC mitigation with government, NGOs and private sector
Mitigation issues in member organisations’ programmes for 2008:

SNV: Second phase of Biogas programme to begin end of the year.  Will be partly financed through sale of CERs or VERs.  Exploring how carbon finance (CDM) may facilitate expansion of the programme to poorer, remote areas.  The current position of the GoV regarding use of ODA in CDM project development is a barrier to the achievement of national CDM potential.  There is a need to persuade MONRE to revise these rules in the interest of the development of carbon markets. 

Pro-poor REDD – SNV participated (with FFI, IUCN) in drafting of a proposal to the World Bank’s Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) for funds to support capacity building and institutional development of a national REDD programme.  The draft emphasises the importance of decentralised carbon accounting systems and involvement of local communities.  SNV has submitted a concept note to the EU for funding community-based REDD pilot activities. As part of a regional partnership with RECOFTC, SNV offers to facilitate the formation of a national REDD contact group – the FCPF drafting committee can form the basis for this.  SNV and FAO will organise a session on REDD at the Asia Pacific Forestry Week in Hanoi on April 21-26.

EcoEco: Ecovillages supported in several northern and north central provinces (Quang Tri, Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, Nghe An) and national park buffer zone areas (Ba Be, Ba Vi).  Activities in ecovillages include  solar/hydro energy projects and community-based forest protection.  These activities have CC mitigation impacts which should be quantified and incorporated into planning and financing of future ecovillages.  EcoEco’s approach connects economic and environmental sustainability – particularly in upland/ethnic minority areas and coastal zones.  Support currently comes from IUCN, French embassy.

CDA:  CDA has implemented “Tuyen Quang Hydropower Project Environmental Assessment” - at Khuon Ha and Lang Can communes and “Vietnam Energy Development Plan Assessment”, funded by Ford Foundation through VUSTA. CDA also has been implementing  “Participatory Irrigation Management – PIM” (funded by JSDF through World Bank) in Da Ban (Khanh Hoa province) and Phu Ninh  (Quang Nam province) which will conclude at the end of 2008.

CDA was also involved in the first phase of a EC/UNDP Small Grants Programme for Operation to Promote Tropical Forests (SGP PTF) and is the voluntary coordinator of a Knowledge Management Network for 24 projects in Vietnam (north, central highlands). The second phase of this programme is being planned.  Some documents including DVD/publications introduced 1st phase in Vietnam and other 7 SGP PTF pilot countries are available at CDA  office provided by SEARCA (in Philippines).

CDA needs capacity building and technical training for staff in CDM/voluntary carbon finance markets, look for collaboration opportunities with INGOs and links with external technical expertise.

NGO RC representative attended a DfID-supported media workshop in February to promote CC reporting with journalists and editors.  However, DfID officials were berated by GoV at this workshop for imposing mitigation on Vietnam.  There are still many senior government officials who see mitigation only as a cost and the responsibility of ‘developed’ countries.  A change of attitude required – NGO CCWG can advocate.

Mitigation as a potential benefit for Vietnam – there is a Than Nhien article on the scale of these benefits.  CCWG should work with the private sector to deliver this message to government.  The message should be backed by data from previous studies, which requires some research.  ADB is currently conducting an ‘Asian Stern Review’.  

WWF: Looking at ‘green offices’ for the private sector and ‘Green industrial zones’, for example in Dong Nai, with the potential to generate emission reduction credits.  Dong Nai province has shown interest in this idea.  The Biodiversity Corridor Initiative (BCI)  is currently supporting a study by American Natural History museum for ARCDM. – looking also at voluntary markets for reforestation and agroforestry.  Activities also with MONRE, involving the University of Missouri.  

FFI: FFI involvement in climate change falls into two categories: advocacy (policy) and developing REDD (avoided deforestation) elements to forest protection work. Advocacy in Vietnam is largely focussed on assisting MARD (DoF) to develop their application to the WB's FCPF (see also SNV above). This application also forms part of the ministry's understanding and strategy for REDD in general. At the project level, FFI is looking to develop funding streams for community based, forest protection which is mostly pro-poor. Our current schemes in Cao Bang and Ha Giang could be eligible for carbon credits and the money generated would go towards improved forest protection, through alternative livelihood initiatives (e.g. biogas and fuel efficient stoves) and/or afforestation (not REDD). Our current actions to support sustainable livelihoods, to stop deforestation, are therefore mitigation even if no 'credits' are generated, as they are based around stopping logging, reducing CO2 outputs and increasing fuel efficiency.
For the mitigation theme Goal statement:

Look beyond ‘actively’ pro-poor mitigation to broader mitigation issues – environmental focus (with inherent pro-poor benefits).

Work through/with policy thematic group where ‘advocacy’ with government insititutions is concerned.




