Chapter I 

THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

THE POLITICAL REGIME

Article 1 

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam is an independent and sovereign country enjoying unity and territorial integrity, including its mainland, islands, territorial waters and air space. 

Article 2 

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam is a State of the people, from the people, for the people. All State power belongs to the people and is based on an alliance between the working class, the peasantry, and the intelligentsia. 

Article 3 

The State guarantees and unceasingly promotes the people's mastery in all fields, and severely punishes all acts violating the interests of the motherland and the people; it strives to build a rich and strong country in which social justice prevails, all men have enough to eat and to wear, enjoy freedom, happiness, and all necessary conditions for complete development. 

Article 4 

The Communist Party of Vietnam, the vanguard of the Vietnamese working class, the faithful representative of the rights and interests of the working class, the toiling people, and the whole nation, acting upon the Marxist-Leninist doctrine and Ho Chi Minh's thought, is the force leading the State and society. 

All Party organizations operate within the framework of the Constitution and the law. 

Article 5 

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam is the unified State of all nationalities living on the territory of Vietnam. 

The State carries out a policy of equality, solidarity and mutual assistance among all nationalities, and forbids all acts of national discrimination and division. 

Every nationality has the right to use its own language and system of writing, to preserve its national identity, and to promote its fine customs, habits, traditions and culture. 

The State carries out a policy of comprehensive development and gradually raises the material and spiritual living conditions of the national minorities. 

Article 6 

The people make use of State power through the agency of the National Assembly and the People's Councils, which represent the will and aspirations of the people, are elected by them and responsible to them. 

Democratic centralism is the principle governing the organization and activity of the National Assembly, the People's Councils, and all other State organs. 

Article 7 

Elections to the National Assembly and the People's Councils are held in accordance with the principles of universal, equal, direct, and secret suffrage. 

A member of the National Assembly shall be removed from office by the electors or the National Assembly, a member of a People's Council by the electors or the People's Council, when this member is no longer worthy of the confidence of the people. 

Article 8 

All State organs, cadres and employees must show respect for the people, devotedly serve them, maintain close links with them, listen to their opinions and submit themselves to their control; all manifestations of bureaucratism, arrogance, arbitrariness and corruption shall be vigorously opposed. 

Article 9 

The Vietnam Fatherland Front and its member organizations constitute the political base of people's power. The Front promotes the tradition of national solidarity, strengthens the people's unity of mind in political and spiritual matters, participates in the building and consolidation of people's power, works together with the State for the care and protection of the people's legitimate interests, encourages the people to exercise their right to mastery, ensures the strict observance of the Constitution and the law, and supervises the activity of State organs, elected representatives, and State officials and employees. 

The State shall create favourable conditions for the effective functioning of the Fatherland Front and its component organizations. 

Article 10 

The Trade Unions, being the socio-political organization of the working class and the toiling people, joints State organs, economic and social bodies in looking after and safeguarding the rights and interests of cadres, workers, employees and other labouring people, it participates in State administration and social management, in the control and supervision of the activity of State organs and economic bodies; educates workers, employees and other labouring people to work well for national construction and defence. 

Article 11 

The citizen exercises his right to mastery at the grassroots by participating in State and social affairs; he is dutybound to help protect public property, legitimate civil rights and interests, maintain national security and social order, and organize public life. 

Article 12 

The State exercises the administration of society by means of the law; it shall unceasingly strengthen socialist legality. 

All State organs, economic and social bodies, units of the people's armed forces, and all citizens must seriously observe the Constitution and the law, strive to prevent and oppose all criminal behaviour and all violations of the Constitution and the law. 

All infringements of State interests, of the rights and legitimate interests of collectives and individual citizens shall be dealt with in accordance with the law. 

Article 13 

The Vietnamese motherland is sacred and inviolable. 

All machinations and acts directed against the independence, sovereignty, unity, and territorial integrity of the motherland, against the construction and defence of the socialist Vietnamese motherland, shall be severely punished in accordance with the law. 

Article 14 

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam carries out a policy of peace and friendship, seeks to expand its relations and cooperation with all countries in the world regardless of political and social system on the basis of respect for each other's independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, non-interference in each other's internal affairs, equality, and mutual interests; it seeks to strengthen solidarity, friendship and cooperation with socialist countries and neighbouring countries; it actively supports and participates in the common struggle of the peoples of the world for peace, national independence, democracy and social progress. 

Chapter VI 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Article 83 

The National Assembly is the highest representative organ of the people and the highest organ of State power of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

The National Assembly is the only organ with constitutional and legislative powers. 

The National Assembly shall decide the fundamental domestic and foreign policies, the socio-economic tasks, the country's national defence and security issues, the essential principles governing the organization and activity of the State machinery, the social relations and the activities of the citizen. 

The National Assembly shall exercise supreme control over all activities of the State. 

Article 84 

The National Assembly has the following obligations and powers: 

1. To make and amend the Constitution, to make and amend laws; to work out a programme for making laws decree-laws. 

2. To exercise supreme control over conformity to the Constitution, the law and the resolutions of the National Assembly, to examine the reports of the country's President, the Standing Committee of the National Assembly, the Government, the Supreme People's Court, the Supreme People's Office for Supervision and Control; 

3. To decide the country's plan fur socio-economic development; 

4. To decide the national financial and monetary policies; to decide the draft State budget and budgetary appropriations; to approve the accounts of the State budget, to establish, change, or abolish taxes; 

5. To decide the nationalities policy of the State; 6. To regulate the organization and activity of the National Assembly, the country's President, the Government, the People's Courts, the People's Office of Supervision and Control and the local administrations; 

7. To elect, release from duty, remove from office the country's President and Vice-President, the Chairman of the National Assembly, the Vice-Chairman and members of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly, the Prime Minister, the President of the Supreme People's Court, the Head of the Supreme People's Office of Supervision and Control; to sanction the proposals of the country's President on the establishment of the Council of National Defence and Security; to sanction the proposals of the Prime Minister on the appointment, release from duty and removal from office of Vice-Premiers, Cabinet Ministers and other members of the Government. 

8. To set up or suppress government ministries and government organs of ministerial rank; to establish, merge, divide, or adjust the boundaries of provinces and cities under direct central rule; to set up or disband special administrative-economic units; 

9. To abrogate all formal written documents issued by the country's President, the Standing Committee of the National Assembly, the Government, the Prime Minister, the Supreme People's Court, and the Supreme People's Office of Supervision and Control, that run counter to the Constitution, the law, and resolutions taken by the National Assembly; 

10. To proclaim an amnesty; 

11. To institute titles and ranks in the people's. armed forces, in the diplomatic service and other State titles and ranks; to institute medals, badges and State honours and distinctions; 

12. To decide issues of war and peace; to proclaim a state of emergency and other special measures aimed at ensuring national defence and security; 

13. To decide fundamental policies in external relations; to ratify or annul international agreements that have been signed or participated in on the proposal of the country's President; 

14. To hold a referendum. 

Article 85 

The duration of each National Assembly is five years. 

Two months before the end of its tenure, a new National Assembly shall have been elected. The electoral procedure and the number of members of the National Assembly shall be established by law. 

In special cases, with the approval of at least two-thirds of its members, the National Assembly can either reduce or prolong its period of tenure. 

Article 86 

The National Assembly shall hold two sessions each year, to be convened by its Standing Committee. 

When so required by the country's President, the Prime Minister, or at least one-third of the total membership of the National Assembly, or in pursuance of its own decision, the Standing Committee may convene an extraordinary session of the National Assembly. 

The first session of the newly-elected National Assembly shall be convened two months after its election at the latest; it shall be opened and presided over by the chairman of the outgoing National Assembly until the election by the incoming National Assembly of its chairman. 

Article 87 

The country's President, the Standing Committee of the National Assembly, the Nationalities Council and Committees of the National Assembly, by the Government, the Supreme People's Court, the Supreme People's Office of Supervision and Control, the Vietnam Fatherland Front and its member organizations may present draft laws to the National Assembly. 

Members of the National Assembly may present motions concerning laws and draft laws to the National Assembly. 

The procedure for the presentation to National Assembly of draft laws and motions concerning laws shall be established by law. 

Article 88 

Laws and resolutions of the National Assembly must be approved by more than half the total membership of the National Assembly; but decisions taken by the National Assembly to remove from office one of its members as stipulated in Article 7, to reduce or prolong its tenure as stipulated in Article 85 and to amend the Constitution as stipulated in Article 147 must be approved by at least two-thirds of its total membership. 

Laws and resolutions of the National Assembly must be made public fifteen days after their adoption at the latest. 

Article 89 

The National Assembly shall elect a Credentials Committee and base itself on the report of the Committee to confirm the capacity of its members. 

Article 90 

The Standing Committee of the National Assembly is its permanent committee. 

It is composed of: 

- the Chairman of the National Assembly; 

- the Vice-Chairman of the National Assembly; 

- the members. 

The membership of the Standing Committee shall be determined by the National Assembly. A member of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly cannot be at the same time a member of the Government. 

The Standing Committee of each legislature shall fulfil its tasks and exercise its powers until the election by the new legislature of a new Standing Committee. 

Article 91 

Following are the duties and powers of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly: 

1. To call and preside over the election of the National Assembly; 

2. To prepare for, to convene, and preside over the sessions of the National Assembly; 

3. To interpret the Constitution, the law, and decree-laws; 

4. To enact decree-laws on matters entrusted to it by the National Assembly; 

5. To exercise supervision and control over the implementation of the Constitution, the law, the resolutions of the National Assembly, decree-laws, the resolutions of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly; over the activities of the Government the Supreme Peoples Court, the Supreme People's Office of Supervision and Control, to suspend the execution of the formal written orders of the Government, the Prime Minister, the Supreme People's Court, the Supreme People's Office of Supervision and Control, that contravene the Constitution, the law, and resolutions of the National Assembly; to report the matter to the National Assembly for it to decide the abrogation of such orders; to repeal the written orders of the Government, Prime Minister, the Supreme People's Court. the Supreme People's Office of Supervision and Control that are contrary to the decree-laws and resolutions of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly; 

6. To exercise supervision and control over, and to give guidance to, the activities of the People's Councils; to annul wrong resolutions by the People's Councils of provinces and cities under direct central rule, to disband People's Councils of provinces and cities under direct central rule whenever such Councils cause serious harm to the interests of the people; 

7. To direct, harmonize, and co-ordinate the activities of the Nationalities Council and the Committees of the National Assembly, to give guidance to, and ensure good working conditions fur, members of the National Assembly; 

8. In the intervals between sessions of the National Assembly, to sanction proposals of the Prime Minister concerning the appointment, release from duty, and dismissal of a Vice-Premier, a Cabinet Minister, and other members of the Government, and to report such matters to the nearest session of the National Assembly; 

9. In the intervals between sessions of the National Assembly, to proclaim the state of the war in case of foreign aggression and report the matter to the National Assembly for its approval at its nearest session; 

10. To proclaim general or partial mobilization; to proclaim a state of emergency throughout the country or in a particular region: 

11. To carry out the National Assembly's external relations; 

12. To organize a referendum following decision by the National Assembly. 

Article 92 

The Chairman of the National Assembly shall preside over its sessions; authenticate through his signature laws and resolutions of the National Assembly; give leadership to the activities of its Standing Committee; organize the carrying out of its external relations; maintain relationship with its members. 

The Vice-Chairmen of the National Assembly shall assist the Chairman in the fulfillment of his duties as required by him. 

Article 93 

The decree-laws and resolutions of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly must be approved by more than half of its membership. They must be made public fifteen days following their adoption at the latest, except in case they are presented by the country's President to the National Assembly for review. 

Article 94 

The National Assembly shall elect a Nationalities Council comprising the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, and members. 

The Nationalities Council studies and makes proposals to the National Assembly on issues concerning the nationalities; supervises and controls the implementation of policies on nationalities, the execution of programmes and plans for socio-economic development of the highlands and regions inhabited by national minorities. 

Prior to promulgation of decisions related to nationalities policies, the Government must consult the Nationalities Council. 

The Chairman of the Nationalities Council can sit in on meetings of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly and meetings of the Government at which are discussed ways of putting into effect policies on nationalities. 

The Nationalities Council has also other duties and powers as assigned to the Committees of the National Assembly in 

Article 95. 

A number of members of the Nationalities Council are in charge of special tasks. 

Article 95 

The National Assembly shall elect its Committees. 

The Committees of the National Assembly study and check draft laws, make proposals concerning laws, draft decree-laws and other drafts, and reports entrusted to them by the National Assembly or its Standing Committee; present to the National Assembly and its Standing Committee their views on legislative programmes; exercise supervision and control within the bounds determined by law; make proposals concerning issues within their fields of activity. 

A number of members of each Committee are in charge of special tasks. 

Article 96 

The Nationalities Council and the Committees of the National Assembly can require members of the Government, .the President of the Supreme People's Court, the Head of the Supreme People's Office of Supervision and Control, and other State officials to report or supply documents on certain necessary matters. Those to whom such requests are made must satisfy them. 

It is the responsibility of State organs to examine and answer the proposals made by the Nationalities Council and the Committees of the National Assembly. 

Article 97 

The deputy to the National Assembly represents the will and aspirations of the people, not only of his constituency but of the whole country. 

The deputy to the National Assembly must maintain close ties with the electors; submit himself to their control; collect and faithfully reflect their views and aspirations for the consideration of the National Assembly and the State organs concerned; maintain regular contacts with and make reports to the electors on his own activities and the National Assembly's; answer the requests and proposals of the electors; examine, activate and keep track of the way citizens' complaints and denunciations are dealt with, and give guidance and assistance to citizens seeking to exercise their rights. 

The deputy to the National Assembly shall popularize and urge the people to implement the Constitution, laws and resolutions of the National Assembly. 

Article 98 

The deputy to the National Assembly has the right to interpellate the country's President, the Chairman of the National Assembly, the Prime Minister, Cabinet Ministers and other members of the Government, the President of the Supreme People's Court, and the Head of the Supreme People's Office of Supervision and Control. The officials interpellated must give an answer at the current session; in case an inquiry is needed the National Assembly may decide that the answer should be given to its Standing Committee or at one of its own subsequent sessions, or may allow the answer to be given in writing. 

The deputy to the National Assembly has the right to request State organs, social organizations, economic bodies, and units of the armed forces to answer questions on matters with which he is concerned. The people in charge of those organs, organizations, bodies and units have the responsibility to answer questions put by the deputy within the time limit set by the law. 

Article 99 

A member of the National Assembly cannot be arrested or prosecuted without the consent of the National Assembly and, in the intervals between its sessions, without the consent of its Standing Committee. 

In case of a flagrant offence and the deputy is taken into temporary custody, the organ effecting his arrest must immediately report the facts to the National Assembly or its Standing Committee for its examine them and take a decision. 

Article 100 

The deputy to the National Assembly must devote the necessary time to his work. 

It is the responsibility of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly, the Prime Minister, the Cabinet Ministers, the other members of the Government, and the other State organs to supply him with the material he requires and to create the necessary conditions for him to fulfil his duty. 

The State shall ensure that he has the money necessary to his activities. 

Chapter VIII 

THE GOVERNMENT

Article 109 

The Government is the executive organ of the National Assembly, the highest organ of State administration of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

The Government shall carry out overall management of the work for the fulfillment of the political, economic, cultural, social, national-defence, security and external duties of the State. it shall ensure the effectiveness of the State apparatus from the centre to the grassroots; it shall ensure respect fur and implementation of the Constitution and the law; it shall promote thc mastery of the people in national construction and defence, it shall ensure security and the improvement of the people's material and cultural living conditions. 

The Government is accountable to the National Assembly and shall make its reports to the National Assembly, its Standing Committee, and the country's President. 

Article 110 

Thc Government shall be composed of the Prime Minister, the Vice-premiers, the Cabinet Ministers, and other members. 

With the exception of the Prime Minister, its members are not necessarily members of the National Assembly. 

The Prime Minister is accountable to the National Assembly and shall make his reports to the National Assembly, its Standing Committee, and the country's President. 

The Vice-Premiers shall assist the Prime Minister in the performance of his duties, as required by him. In the absence of the Prime Minister, one of his deputies shall be delegated by him to direct the work of the Government. 

Article 111 

The Chairman of the Central Committee of the Vietnam Fatherland Front, the Chairman of the Vietnam Federation of Labour and the heads of mass organizations shall be invited to attend the sessions of the Government when relevant problems come up for discussion. 

Article 112 

Following are the duties and powers of the Government: 

1. To direct the work of the ministries, the organs of ministerial rank and the organs of the Government, the People's Committees at all levels; to build and consolidate the unified system of the apparatus of State administration from the centre to the grassroots; to guide and control the People's Councils in their implementation of the directives of superior organs of State administration; to create favourable conditions for the People's Councils to fulfil their duties and exercise their powers as laid down by law, to train, foster, dispose and use State officials and employees; 

2. To ensure the implementation of the Constitution and the law in State organs, economic bodies, social organizations, units of the armed forces, and among citizens; to organize and direct propaganda and educational work among the people concerning the Constitution and the law; 

3. To present draft laws, decree-laws and other projects to the National Assembly and its Standing Committee; 

4. To ensure the overall management of the building and development of the national economy; to carry into effect national financial and monetary policies; to manage and ensure the effective use of property in the ownership of the entire people; to promote the development of culture, education, health care, science and technology; to carry out the plan for socio-economic development and to give effect to the State budget; 

5. To take measures to protect the rights and legitimate interests of the citizen, to create conditions for him to exercise his rights and fulfil his duties, to protect the property and interests of the State and society; to protect the environment; 

6. To consolidate and strengthen national defence by the entire people and the people's security; to ensure national security and social order; to build the people's armed forces; to carry into effect general mobilization; to proclaim the state of emergency and all other necessary measures to defend the country; 

7. To organize and direct the conduct of State inventories and statistics; State inspection and control, to fight bureaucratism and corruption in the State machinery; to settle complaints and denunciations by citizens; 

8. To ensure the overall management of the State's external relations; to sign, approve international agreements on behalf of the Government; to direct the implementation of international agreements subscribed to or joined by the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; to protect the interests of the State and the legitimate interests of Vietnamese citizens and organizations in foreign countries; 

9. To implement social policies, nationalities policies, policies on religion; 

10. To take decisions on the adjustment of the boundaries of administrative units below the level of the province and the city under direct central control; 

11. To coordinate its efforts with those of the Vietnam Fatherland Front and all mass organizations in the fulfillment of their duties and exercise of their rights; to create conditions for their effective functioning. 

Article 113 

The tenure of the Government is the same as that of the National Assembly. When the latter's tenure ends the Government shall continue in office until the new legislature establishes a new Government. 

Article 114 

Following are the duties and powers of the Prime Minister: 

1. To direct the work of the Government, the Government members, the People's Councils at all levels; to chair Cabinet meetings; 

2. To propose to the National Assembly to set up or disband ministries and organs of ministerial rank; to present to the National Assembly or, when the latter is not in session, to its Standing Committee for approval, proposals on the appointment, release from duty, or dismissal of Vice- Premiers, Cabinet Ministers and other members of the Government; 

3. To appoint, release from duty, or dismiss Vice-Ministers and officials of equal rank; approve the election, release from duty, secondment, and dismiss the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of People's Committees of provinces and cities under direct central rule; 

4. To suspend or annul decisions, directives and circulars of Cabinet Ministers and other Government members, decisions and directives of People's Councils and Chairmen of People's Committees of provinces and cities under direct central rule that contravene the Constitution, the law, and other formal written documents of superior State organs; 

5. To suspend the execution of resolutions of People's Councils of provinces and cities under direct central rule that contravene the Constitution, the law, and formal written orders of superior State organs; at the same time to propose to the Standing Committee of the National Assembly to annul them; 

6. To make regular reports to the people through the mass media on major issues to be settled by the Government. 

Article 115 

On the basis of the Constitution, the law, and the resolutions of the National Assembly, the decree-laws and resolutions of the latter's Standing Committee, the orders and decisions of the country's President, the Government shall issue resolutions and decrees, the Prime Minister shall issue decisions and directives and shall supervise the execution of those formal written orders. 

Major issues within the jurisdiction of the Government shall undergo collegial discussion and decisions shall be taken in conformity with the will of the majority. 

Article 116 

Cabinet Ministers and other Government members shall be responsible for State administration in the fields and branches under their respective authority throughout the country; they shall ensure the autonomy of grassroots units in production and trading according to the provisions of the law. 

On the basis of the Constitution, the law, and the resolutions of the National Assembly, the decree-laws and resolutions of the latter's Standing Committee, the orders and decisions of the country's President, the written orders of the Government and the Prime Minister, the Cabinet Ministers, the other Government members, the heads of Government organs shall issue decisions, directives and circulars and shall control the execution of those formal written instructions by all branches, regions and grassroots units. 

Article 117 

Cabinet Ministers and the other Government members shall be responsible to the Prime Minister and the National Assembly fur the fields and branches under their respective authority. 

Chapter IX 

THE PEOPLE'S COUNCILS AND THE PEOPLE'S COMMITTEES

Article 118 

The administrative units of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam are distributed as follows: 

The country is divided into provinces and cities under direct central rule; 

The province is divided into districts, provincial cities, and towns; the city under direct central rule is divided into urban districts, rural districts, and towns; 

The district is divided into communes and townlets; the provincial city and the town are divided into wards and communes; the urban district is divided into wards. 

The establishment of People's Councils and People's Committees in administrative units is determined by law. 

Article 119 

The People's Council is the local organ of State power; it represents the will, aspirations, and mastery of the people; it is elected by the local people and is accountable to them and to the superior State organs. 

Article 120 

On the basis of the Constitution, the law, and the formal written orders of superior State organs the People's Council shall pass resolutions on measures for the serious implementation of the Constitution and the law at local level; on the plan for socio-economic development and the execution of the budget; on national defence and security at local level; on measures for stabilizing and improving the people's living conditions, fulfilling all duties entrusted by the superior authorities and all obligations to the country as a whole. 

Article 121 

The deputy to the People's Council represents the will and aspirations of the local people; he must maintain close ties with the electors, submit himself to their control, keep regular contact with them, regularly report to them on his activities and those of the People's Council, answer their requests and proposals; look into and activate the settlement of the people's complaints and denunciations. 

It is the duty of the deputy to the People's Council to urge the people to abide by the law, State policies, and the resolutions of the People's Council; and to encourage them to join in State administration. 

Article 122 

The deputy to the People's Council has the right to interpellate the Chairman of the People's Council, the Chairman and other members of the People's Committee, the President of the People's Court, the Head of the People's Office of Supervision and Control, and the heads of organs under the People's Committee. The officials interpellated must answer this interpellation within the time determined by law. 

The deputy to the People's Council has the right to make proposals to local State organs. The officials in charge of these organs have the responsibility to receive him, and to examine and settle the issues raised in his proposals. 

Article 123 

The People's Committee elected by the People's Council is the latter's executive organ, the organ of local State administration. It is its responsibility to implement the Constitution, the law, the formal written orders of superior State organs and the resolutions of the People's Council. 

Article 124 

Within the bounds of its duties and powers the People's Committee shall issue decisions and directives and supervise their execution. 

The Chairman of the People's Committee shall give leadership and operational guidance to the activities of the People's Committee. 

When deciding major local matters, the People's Committee shall undertake collegial discussion and its decisions must conform to the will of the majority. 

The Chairman of the People's Committee can suspend or annul the wrong decisions of organs under the People's Committees and People's Councils of a lower rank; it can suspend wrong resolutions of People's Councils of a lower rank and at the same time propose to the People's Council at his own level to annul such resolutions. 

Article 125 

The Chairman of the Vietnam Fatherland Front and the heads of mass organizations in the locality shall be invited to attend sessions of the People's Council and to attend meetings of the People's Committee at the same level when relevant problems are discussed. 

The People's Council and the People's Committee shall make regular reports on the local situation in all fields to the Fatherland Front and the mass organizations; shall listen to their opinions and proposals on local power building and socio-economic development; shall cooperate with them in urging the people to work together with the State for the implementation of socio-economic, national defence, and security tasks in the locality. 

