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New “how-to” guide helps cities reduce their vulnerability to climate change and natural disasters

HANOI, VIETNAM, February 24, 2009 – Practical help is at hand for city planners and administrators around the world who are attempting to come to terms with the increased risks that many major urban centers now face as a result of climate change and natural disasters.

Discussed today at the dissemination workshop “Building Climate Resilient Cities in Viet Nam:  A Primer on Reducing Vulnerabilities to Disasters” are some unique exercises for cities to prioritize investments and actions based on a risk profile, a city information base, and examples from 20 cities undertaking sound practices in risk reduction, mitigation and adaptation in the region and around the world.

With more people moving into cities each month, East Asia’s urban population is expected to double by 2030. With climate change bringing a rise in sea levels, Vietnam is expected to be one of the most affected countries in East Asia. According to a 2005 World Bank report, approximately 89 percent of Vietnam’s GDP is located in areas at risk due to impacts of at least two types of natural hazards. In addition, the intensity and frequency of typhoons and rainfall events are projected to increase as a result of climate change. Sea level rise will also increase the vulnerability of coastal areas, especially in East Asian countries like h Vietnam, China, Myanmar, and Thailand..

Co-chaired and co-organized by the World Bank and Hanoi People’s Committee, the workshop will gather together government officials and managers from the city of Hanoi and twelve provinces across Vietnam to discuss the impacts and consequences that natural disasters and climate change may cause in urban areas in Vietnam and what cities can do to address them.  Participants will also take the opportunity to share best practices in sound city planning employed locally and worldwide.

Following the Primer workshop, and using it as a launching platform for discussion, the City of Hanoi and the World Bank Primer team will continue the dialogue at a roundtable meeting planned for February 25 in Hanoi on how to collaboratively develop specific, locally driven strategies that will assist them to identify, reduce, manage, and respond to risks through planning efforts.  Similar roundtables are also planned to take place in the cities of Can Tho (in collaboration with Rockefeller Foundation) and Dong Hoi.

For more information, go to: www.worldbank.org/eap/climatecities

